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Ideas for trips and events
always welcome!
events@weymouthastrono
my.co.uk

Society Meetings
cancelled until further
notice—Please check
their websites for the
latest schedule
In the meantime, the British
Astronomical Association has
moved their meetings to an
online format. Live streamed
on release and ‘catch-up’ on
Youtube available.
This
includesThese free
webinars are Open to All.

Happy Spring to all!
Sees the colder winds of winter have
returned this week which has not
been very inspiring for astronomy.
Despite this, one of the highlights of
the past month has been the
movement of Mars through the
Winter constellations in the early
evening of the southern sky.
Hopefully you have had a chance to
watch Mars’ progression either
banked eye or with binoculars as it
passed near to many easy to view
constellations.

https://britastro.org/

On the 8th April Mars lined up for
what appeared to be a ‘Red Triangle’
with Betelgeuse and Aldebaran. A
beautiful sight despite the strong
winds!

BAA live webinars, 7pm
every Wednesday

Mars will still be visible for some time so worth looking for before the summer sunshine hides it
for the summer. Until next time...SLK

evening
viewing.
Doors will close at

https://
www.youtube.com/user/
britishastronomical
If you are interested in giving a
talk or workshop, let the
organisers know. They like to
offer new titles in their
programme line-up.

WAC Upcoming Events:
Watch website
for online
options.

14 May

11 June

AGM and
James
Fradgley Astronomical
Causes of
Climate
Change

Bob Mizon Hours with the
Night Sky

Watch the Lion: Celestial Wonders in Leo
by David Prosper
Leo is a prominent sight for stargazers in April.

If you peer deeper into Leo with a small

Its famous sickle, punctuated by the bright
star Regulus, draws many a beginning

telescope or binoculars, you’ll find a notable
double star! Look in the sickle of Leo for its

stargazer’s eyes, inviting deeper looks into
some of Leo’s celestial delights, including a

second-brightest star, Algieba - also called
Gamma Leonis. This star splits into two bright

great double star and a famous galactic trio.

yellow stars with even a small magnification you can make this “split” with binoculars, but

Leo’s distinctive forward sickle, or “reverse
question mark,” is easy to spot as it climbs the
skies in the southeast after sunset. If you are

it's more apparent with a telescope. Compare

having a difficult time spotting the sickle, look
for bright Sirius and Procyon - featured in last
month’s article – and complete a triangle by
drawing two lines to the east, joining at the
bright star Regulus, the “period” in the reverse
question mark. Trailing them is a trio of bright
stars forming an isosceles triangle, the brightest star in that formation named Denebola.
Connecting these two patterns together forms
the constellation of Leo the Lion, with the

9 July

Bill
Coombes—
The ISS

forward-facing sickle being the lion’s head and
mane, and the rear triangle its hindquarters.
Can you see this mighty feline? It might help
to imagine Leo proudly sitting up and staring
straight ahead, like a celestial Sphinx.

The stars of Leo: note that you may see more or
less stars, depending on your sky quality. The
brightness of the Leo Triplet has been exaggerated for the purposes of the illustration - you
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Leo (more!)
the color and intensity of these two stars - do you notice any differences? There are other multiple star systems in Leo – spend a
few minutes scanning with your instrument of choice, and see what you discover.
One of the most famous sights in Leo is the “Leo Triplet”: three galaxies that appear to be close together. They are indeed
gravitationally bound to one another, around 30 million light years away! You’ll need a telescope to spot them, and use an
eyepiece with a wide field of view to see all three galaxies at once! Look below the star Chertan to find these galaxies. Compare
and contrast the appearance of each galaxy – while they are all spiral galaxies, each one is tilted at different angles to our point
of view! Do they all look like spiral galaxies to you?
April is Citizen Science Month, and there are some fun Leo-related activities you can participate in! If you enjoy comparing the
Triplets, the “Galaxy Zoo” project (galaxyzoo.org) could use your
eyes to help classify different galaxies from sky survey data! Looking
at Leo itself can even help measure light pollution: the Globe at
Night project (globeatnight.org) uses Leo as their target
constellation for sky quality observations from the Northern
Hemisphere for their April campaign, running from April 3-12. Find
and participate in many more NASA community science programs at
science.nasa.gov/citizenscience. Happy observing!

Your view of the three galaxies in the Leo Triplet won’t look as amazing as this image taken by the VLT Survey Telescope, unless you have
a telescope with a mirror 8 feet or more in diameter! Still, even a
small telescope will help your eyes pick up these three galaxies as
“faint fuzzies”: objects that seem blurry against a background of pinpoint stars. Let your eyes relax and experiment with observing these
galaxies by looking slightly away from them, instead of looking directly at them; this is called averted vision, a handy technique that can
help you see details in fainter, more nebulous objects.
Image Credit: ESO, INAF-VST, OmegaCAM; Acknowledgement:
OmegaCen, Astro-WISE, Kapteyn I.
AuroraWatch UK is a free service offering alerts of when the aurora might be visible from the UK.

by scientists in the Space and Planetary Physics group at Lancaster University’s Department of Physics.
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Aurora Monitoring
It is not possible to accurately forecast when an aurora will be visible from a particular location. But we can look for sign s of the
events which produce the aurora, and we can measure the disruption to the magnetosphere when it happens.
Several sites provide the latest live information across the UK. Aurora Watch has stations near Aberdeen and in Shetland.
https://aurorawatch.lancs.ac.uk/
Another option is the British Geological Survey with a station further south in Hartland, Devon.

http://www.geomag.bgs.ac.uk/education/viewing_aurora.html

A great live auora cam is setup in Shetland at Eshaness Lighthouse:
https://www.shetlandwebcams.com/eshaness-lighthouse/
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